
THE NEW WHITE FLIGHT

c e n s u s2 0 0 0

It was one of the most significant demographic trends of the latter half of the 20th century. It has also
been one of the more contro versial issues demographers and sociologists have struggled to inter-
p ret. The subject of white residents fleeing to the suburbs from cities, so-called “white flight,” is not,
h o w eve r, past history. Census 2000 reveals that a second wave of white migration is occurring today,

the causes of which are both complex and disputable. American Demographics a s ked two leading
d e m o g raphers to offer their interpretations of this recent population shift. 

William H. Fre y, the Milken Institute and University of Michigan demographer who coined the term
“new white flight” in American Demographics (April, 1994) now finds this dispersal accelerating to outer
suburbs and, re g i o n a l l y, to the whiter New Sunbelt. Frey believes that this relocation, while not strictly a
flight from immigrants or minorities, reflects, in part, the high cost of city living and a yearning for a sub-
urban lifestyle. He believes the movement will supersede its postwar predecessor in creating a wider
regional separation of the nation’s mostly suburban whites from its more urban minority populations.   

Roderick J. Harrison, director of the DataBank at the Joint Center for Political and Eco-
nomic Studies in Washington D.C., and associate professor of sociology and anthro-
pology at Howard Unive r s i t y, agrees with Frey that white migration is taking place
and that it is primarily lifestyle-driven. Howeve r, he objects to the use of the
term “white flight” to describe this migration, arguing that doing so dilutes
our understanding of what white flight really is, and of the white flight
that actually is still occurring, probably on a reduced level, today.

Frey and Harrison use the latest Census data to substantiate their
arguments. While the numbers may be indisputable, the reasons for
the new white migration are debatable. Here are their perspective s .
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T he “ wh i te fligh t” f rom Am eri c a’s
big cities to the newly establ i s h ed
su bu rbs of the 1950s and 1960s

was almost a social movem en t , as the
m a s s ive migra ti on of wh i tes to the su b-
u rbs led to an ex p l o s i on of tract housing
o ut s i de large , e s t a bl i s h ed cities on the
coasts and in the Mi dwe s t . For the most
p a rt , this movem ent arose from a qu e s t
for a new life s tyl e . The flight was rel a ted
to su bu rban pulls as mu ch as to city
p u s h e s . Ex i ting the city meant leavi n g
behind con ge s ted nei gh borh ood s , a gi n g
and co s t ly housing, m ed i oc re sch oo l s
and servi ce s , rising crime and growi n g
n onwh i te pop u l a ti on s , wh i ch felt thre a t-
ening to many Nort h ern wh i te s . In pre -
Civil Ri ghts Am eri c a , racial discri m i n a-
ti on kept minori ties from joining this
m ovem en t , wh i ch rem a i n ed a largely
wh i te ph en om en on .

Yet among these wh i te parents of t h e
Ba by Boom , the allu re of n ewly con-
s tru cted su bu rban housing and com-
mu n i ties was just as important in moti-
va ting the move as the de s i re to escape
the city. Retu rning war veterans and
young couples planning families hel ped
to cre a te a su bu rban life s tyle con du c ive
to ch i l d - re a ri n g, n ei gh borh ood outi n gs
and the ach i evem ent of the Am eri c a n
d ream of m ore space and a singl e - f a m i-
ly hom e . Back then , a ll of this could be
accom p l i s h ed in close prox i m i ty to the
c i ty, wh i ch sti ll repre s en ted the pri m a ry
cen ter for em p l oym en t , s h opping and
en tert a i n m en t .

Fa s t - forw a rd to Cen sus 2000, wh i ch
reveals another wave of wh i te fligh t
u n der way. L i ke the earl i er wh i te fligh t ,
the new one is a search for a bet ter
l i fe s tyl e , but the geogra phy is qu i te differ-
en t . Now it’s the su bu rbs su rro u n d i n g
e s t a bl i s h ed coastal and Mi dwest citi e s
that are ex pen s ive and cra m ped . Ho u s i n g
has aged , and more urban pop u l a ti on s
h ave spill ed out to form a maze of s h op-

ping mall s , f reew ays and of f i ce parks that
m a ke it difficult to equ a te this su bu rbi a
with a disti n ct life s tyl e . What both ex a m-
ples of wh i te flight have in com m on is a
quest for living in a low - den s i ty envi ron-
m en t , with nei gh bors of similar dem o-
gra phic prof i l e s , and a de s i re for a safe ,
com mu n i ty - ori en ted su bu rban life s tyl e .
In deed , as with the first round of wh i te
rel oc a ti on , the new wh i te migrants seek a
l i fe s tyle shift. The differen ce is that now
t h ey are escaping both the cities and the
su bu rbs of these den s ely pop u l a ted
m etropo l i s e s . As cases in poi n t , the Con-
s o l i d a ted Metropolitan Stati s tical Are a s
( C M S As) of gre a ter Los An geles and 
New York rank No s . 1 and 2 in wh i te
declines—losing 843,00 and 680,000
wh i te s , re s pectively, du ring the 1990s (see
ch a rt bel ow ) . These and other major
m etropolitan areas now rely on minori-
ties to sustain their dem ogra phic ga i n s .

The wh i te rel oc a ti on aw ay from these
m etros does not ref l ect a flight from
i m m i grants or minori ties per se, but
ra t h er an escape from the increases in eco-
n omic costs and dec reases in qu a l i ty of l i fe
of rampant urb a n i s m . While there is evi-
den ce that the moves of s ome low - s k i ll ed
wh i tes are in re s ponse to job com peti ti on ,
mu ch of this wh i te migra ti on is a re s pon s e
to the high cost of l iving and the den s e ,

con ge s ted metropolitan are a s , wh i ch are
also attracting new immigrant minori ti e s .
No lon ger com po s ed pri m a ri ly of yo u n g
co u p l e s , the new wh i te flight also inclu de s
em pty-nest Boom ers and recent reti ree s .

White Flight to the New Sun Belt
Wh i te rel oc a ti on for life s tyle re a s ons is

no lon ger an exclu s ively local ph en om e-
n on . Recent wh i te growth is regi on a lly
d i rected to more su bu rb a n - l i ke metropo l-
itan and non m etropolitan com mu n i ties in
the So uth and We s t . This movem ent is pri-
m a ri ly to a con s tell a ti on of growing citi e s
and towns in the New Sun Belt—a stretch
of terri tory rem oved from the big citi e s
and inner su bu rbs of the urb a n i zed
Nort h e a s t , Mi dwest and West Coa s t .

While wh i te movem ent to the Sun Bel t
m i ght seem like an old story, the recen t
wh i te dispersal is directed to growing part s
of the regi on—those with low den s i ty,
f a m i ly - f ri en dly or sen i or- f ri en dly devel op-
m ent patterns and loc a ti ons far from the
m ore den s ely pop u l a ted So uth metropo l i-
tan are a s . In fact , mu ch of the allu re of t h e
New Sun Belt for both em p l oyers and re s-
i dents has to do with qu a l i ty of l i fe con s i d-
era ti on s , su ch as less con ge s ti on and po llu-
ti on , gre a ter nei gh borh ood safety and
prox i m i ty to natu ral amen i ti e s . The high-
est ra tes of wh i te growth are occ u rring in
terri tories of the So uth that lie out s i de of
the major immigrant metros (Mi a m i ,D a l-
l a s , Ho u s ton and Wa s h i n g ton , D.C.) and
West (Los An gel e s , San Fra n c i s co and Sa n
Di ego ) . Mu ch lower ra tes of wh i te growt h
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ESCAPING THE CITY—AND THE SUBURBS
Once again, whites are relocating, but this time it’s to the outer suburbs and to
expanding metropolitan areas in the New Sun Belt.

BY WILLIAM H. FREY 
SENIOR FELLOW AT THE MILKEN INSTITUTE,
S A N TA MONICA, CALIF.

METRO RACIAL DISPLACEMENT
The Los Angeles and New York metros rank Nos. 1 and 2 in white declines during the 1990s.

1990-2000 CHANGE (IN ‘000) BY RACE FOR:

* Includes the 5-county Los Angeles Consolidated Metropolitan Statistical Area (CMSA)
** Includes the 29-county New York Consolidated Metropolitan Statistical Area (CMSA)

Source:William H. Frey, analysis of Census 2000



can be seen in the Nort h , and in terri tori e s
that lie out s i de the major immigrant met-
ro s , su ch as New York and Ch i c a go (see
f i rst ch a rt bel ow ) .

White Flight to the Exurbs
The local aspect of the new wave of

wh i te flight invo lves a push tow a rd the
m etropolitan peri ph ery, i n cluding com-
mu n i ties that lie out s i de of m etro are a s
and have a ru ral feel . One of the most star-
tling stati s tics from the 2000 Cen sus shows
that there are now more wh i tes living in
our non m etropolitan terri tories (23.3 per-
cent) than in cen tral cities of m etropo l i t a n
a reas (22.6 percen t ) . This is a sharp con-
trast to the more urban nonwh i te pop u l a-
ti on (see second ch a rt bel ow ) . Th i s
i n c rease in wh i te re s i dents in non m etro-
politan are a s , com p a red with cen tral citi e s ,
repre s ents the reversal of a lon g - term
tren d : In 1990, 24.6 percent of wh i tes lived

in cen tral citi e s , com p a red with 22.8 per-
cent in non m etropolitan loc a l e s . For many
dec ade s , wh i tes moved from non m etro-
politan (ru ral) areas to big citi e s , t h en
began to reverse directi on from cities to
t h eir su rrounding su bu rb s . We have now
come full circle as a re sult of s i gn i f i c a n t
wh i te movem ent to the com mu n i ties that
lie beyond metropolitan bo u n d a ri e s .

As with the regi onal movem en t , t h e
wh i te shift to “SUV Am eri c a” repre s ents a
de s i re for less con ge s ti on and small er com-
mu n i ties that en a ble citi zens to have
gre a ter input in local govern m ent dec i-
s i on s . This movem ent is preva l ent in the
New Sun Belt and the out lying areas of
o l der Northeast and Mi dwest regi on s . Th e
i m p act of these peri ph eral wh i te growt h
p a t terns can be seen , in different ways , i n
m etropolitan Atlanta and the gre a ter New
York metropolitan regi on . The At l a n t a
m etro area exemplifies the New Sun Bel t

p a t tern of gen era lly high wh i te growt h
t h ro u gh o ut the metro area but accen tu a t-
ed growth on the peri ph ery. In At l a n t a
du ring the 1990s, the wh i te pop u l a ti on
grew by more than 10 percent in more
than half the metro are a’s co u n ti e s , but the
f a s te s t - growing co u n ties  (wh i te growt h
exceeds 50 percent) tend to be on the outer
re aches of the are a — i n cluding Fors yt h ,
the second faste s t - growing wh i te co u n ty in
the nati on . Fors yt h’s new migrants com e
f rom within the Atlanta regi on and from
the su bu rbs of Nort h ern metropo l i t a n
a re a s . Th ey inclu de families and em pty
n e s ters in quest of a trad i ti onal su bu rb a n
l i fe s tyl e . This growth pattern mirrors those
in other fast-growing New Sun Belt are a s .

By con tra s t , the gre a ter New York
m etro exemplifies a regi on of perva s ive
su bu rban wh i te decl i n e . Almost half of t h e
regi on’s co u n ties lost wh i te pop u l a ti on
du ring the 1990s, and all but two of t h e
remaining ones ga i n ed less than 10 per-
cen t . Yet wh i tes con ti nu ed to move fart h er
o ut s i de the city. Two co u n ties on the are a’s
most distant peri ph ery, O cean Co u n ty,
N . J. , and Pike Co u n ty, Pa . , s h owed wh i te
growth ra tes of 14 percent and 55 percen t ,
re s pectively. Within these co u n ti e s , on e
finds co u n terp a rts to the classic 1950s su b-
u rban “ Levi t town” devel opm en t s .

Continued White Dispersal
Both aspects of the new wave of wh i te

f l i ght—its regi onal shift to the New Su n
Belt and its ex u rban shift to the far re ach-
es of the metropo l i s — repre s ent a con ti n-
u ed dispersal of the wh i te pop u l a ti on aw ay
f rom Am eri c a’s large s t , most dense urb a n
s et t l em ents (see map, p a ge 21). The par-
ticipants in this new wh i te movem en t —
G en X co u p l e s , em pty-nest Boom ers and
recen t ly reti red sen i ors — a re lu red by
s ome of the same life s tyles and cre a tu re
com forts that attracted po s t - World War II
c i ty dwell ers to the ori ginal su bu rb s . Yet as
with the earl i er wh i te fligh t , the new ver-
s i on also serves to sep a ra te its parti c i p a n t s
f rom more urb a n - bound minori ti e s . In
f act , the physical distance sep a ra ting these
n ew wh i te su bu rb a n i tes from the more
den s ely set t l ed metropolitan areas has
i n c re a s ed con s i dera bly, ex tending to dif-
ferent co u n ties and regi ons ra t h er than
just different nei gh borh ood s .

This incre a s ed sep a ra ti on may be du e
to the ch a n ging natu re of work — t h e
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REVERSING A LONG-TERM TREND
The increase in white residents living in the nation’s nonmetro areas, versus central cities,
represents the reversal of a trend that persisted for decades.

Source: William H. Frey, analysis of 2000 Census 

WHITE DISPERSAL TO THE NEW SUN BELT, 1990-2000
Between 1990 and 2000, high rates of white growth occurred in the less urbanized parts of the
South and West, while a much lower rate of white growth can be seen in the North.

Source: William H. Frey, analysis of 2000 Census 



T he term “ wh i te fligh t” refers to a
m ore specific ph en om en on than
wh i te su bu rb a n i z a ti on , ex u rb a n-

i z a ti on or migra ti on , and it was never
i n ten ded to su b sume these mu ch
broader movem ents of the wh i te pop u-
l a ti on . Wh i te flight might provi de a
m ore eye - c a tching ph rase than “ wh i te
m i gra ti on to lower den s i ty com mu n i-
ti e s ,” but the beh avi ors that the ex pre s-
s i on was meant to de s c ri be can be lost
and for go t ten in the proce s s . Just wh a t
a re these beh avi ors? What does wh i te
f l i ght mean? 

Wh i te flight allu des to the out -
m ovem ent of wh i te s — of ten qu i te
rapid—that can en sue on ce bl acks or
o t h er minori ty pop u l a ti ons exceed a
t h reshold percen t a ge of the pop u l a ti on
in a nei gh borh ood or loc a l i ty. It thu s

refers to a re s ponse by wh i tes to the
i n f lux of m i n ori ty pop u l a ti ons into
predom i n a n t ly or exclu s ively wh i te
a re a s , and to the ten dency of wh i tes to
l e ave many of those areas more qu i ck ly
than com p a ra ble locales not ex peri en c-
ing su ch an influ x .

In its ori ginal sen s e , wh i te flight 
is cert a i n ly not a term appropri a tely
a pp l i ed to movem ents of the wh i te
pop u l a ti on that cannot be direct ly ti ed
to ch a n ges in the racial and ethnic com-
po s i ti on of the nei gh borh oods or loc a l-
i ties from wh i ch wh i tes have dep a rted .
It seems likely that many, and perh a p s
even most, of the wh i tes who moved to
the su bu rbs in the dec ades fo ll owi n g
World War II were moving from nei gh-
borh oods that were ex peri encing no
i n f lux of bl acks or other minori ti e s . In
the segrega ted metropolitan areas of
the 1950s and 1960s, it is high ly unlike-
ly that bl acks were moving into en o u gh
n ew nei gh borh oods to account for
most of the wh i tes moving to the su b-

u rb s . In s te ad , on ly some of the wh i te s
m oving to the su bu rbs du ring that
peri od , and since , could appropri a tely
be de s c ri bed as en ga ging in wh i te fligh t ,
a l beit with deva s t a ting con s equ en ce s
for the growth of re s i den tial segrega-
ti on in the nei gh borh oods and citi e s
that they lef t .

In deed , l ong before it was label ed
wh i te fligh t , the practi ce of “bl ock bu s t-
i n g” that real estate agents and devel op-
ers used to rent housing to Af ri c a n
Am ericans in the overbuilt Ha rl em sec-
ti on of New York Ci ty in the 1920s
depen ded on the inevi t a bi l i ty that
wh i tes would flee a bl ock and nei gh bor-
h ood on ce a few bl acks moved in,
according to Gilbert Ososky in his boo k
The Making of a Gh et to, Negro New Yo rk,
1890-1930 (Ha rper & Row, 1 9 6 3 ) . In
ad d i ti on , the use of re s tri ctive coven a n t s
and other discri m i n a tory practi ces to
exclu de Af rican Am ericans from other
n ei gh borh ood s , l i m i ted bl ack migra ti on
f rom the So uth to ex p a n d i n g, s egrega ted
gh et tos in Nort h ern and Mi dwe s tern
u rban de s ti n a ti on s . These same citi e s
remain to this day among the most re s i-
den ti a lly segrega ted in the nati on .

The most popular measu re of s egre-

M OVING OUT WHEN MINORITIES MOVE IN
Racial segregation of blacks is actually on the decline. Using the term “white flight” to
describe this latest migration of whites is misleading.

B Y RODERICK J. HARRISON 
A S S O C I ATE PROFESSOR OF SOCIOLOGY AND
ANTHROPOLOGY AT HOWARD UNIVERSITY
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WHITES DISPERSE, 1990-2000
Between 1990 and 2000, the white population has continued to move away from America’s
largest, most dense urban settlements. Areas shaded dark blue had the largest growth of
whites that decade.

tel ecom mu n i c a ti ons revo luti on and the
det ach m ent from the work force of a
growing reti ree pop u l a ti on . Yet this sep a-
ra ti on also serves to cre a te more geo-
gra ph i c a lly disti n ct “u rb a n” and “su bu r-
b a n” a reas in Am erica that share far less
overlap than in the past, wh en su bu rb a n
com muters , s h oppers and theater goers
i n teracted with bi g - c i ty dwell ers at least
p a rt of the ti m e . While new immigra ti on
f l ows are rei nvi gora ting city pop u l a ti on s ,
and trad i ti onal su bu rbs are looking more
l i ke cities of the past, the dispersal of
wh i tes to yet another fron ti er is tra n s-
forming new, f a s t - growing regi ons and
com mu n i ties in ways that on ce aga i n
redefine the life s tyles and geogra phy of
wh i te su bu rbia in Am eri c a . ■

Wi lliam H. Frey is a dem o gra p h er and
S enior Fell ow at the Mi l ken In s ti tu te in
Santa Mo n i c a , C a l i f . , and is on the fac-
u l ty of the Un ivers i ty of Mi ch i gan Popu-
l a tion Studies Cen ter. He can be re a ch ed
at w w w. f rey - dem ogra ph er. or g.

Source: William H. Frey, analysis of 2000 Census 



ga ti on , the dissimilari ty index , has been
u s ed by social scien tists to ga u ge re s i den-
tial segrega ti on since the 1950s. It qu a n ti-
fies the percen t a ge of the minori ty gro u p
pop u l a ti on that would have to move
f rom one Cen sus tract (or Cen sus bl ock )
to another in order for the minori ty pop-
u l a ti on to be repre s en ted in each Cen su s
tract at the same percen t a ge it repre s en t s
in the metropolitan are a’s pop u l a ti on —
for ex a m p l e , 25 percent in each cen su s
tract in a metropolitan area wh ere bl ack s
a re 25 percent of the pop u l a ti on . The dis-
s i m i l a ri ty index rose from abo ut 50 per-
cent for bl acks in 1900, to 75 percent in
1940 and 77.5 percent in 1950, before
peaking just short of 80 percent in 1960
and 1970, according to Edw a rd Glae s er
and Jacob Vi gdor in an April 2001 Broo k-
i n gs In s ti tuti on paper, “ Racial Segrega-
ti on in the 2000 Cen su s : Prom i s i n g
News .” This means that in 1900, a bo ut
h a l f of a ll Af rican Am eri c a n s , on avera ge ,
would have had to live in a different ward
( Cen sus tracts had not yet been cre a ted )
to ach i eve an equal distri buti on of bl ack s
within each of the nati on’s cities wi t h
Af rican Am erican pop u l a ti on s . In 1970,
h owever, n e a rly 80 percent of Af ri c a n
Am eri c a n s , on avera ge , would have had
to move to new Cen sus tracts to ach i eve
com p l ete integra ti on .

It is notewort hy that the incre a s ed
re s i den tial segrega ti on of Af ri c a n
Am ericans was almost en ti rely accom-
p l i s h ed by 1940, pri or to the outf l ow of
wh i tes to the su bu rbs in the 1950s and
1 9 6 0 s . It is also notable that since 1970,

the re s i den tial segrega ti on of bl acks has
f a ll en su b s t a n ti a lly, to 65.2 percent in
2 0 0 0 . This indicates that “on ly ” t wo -
t h i rds of bl acks would now have to
m ove to equ a l i ze their distri buti on
t h ro u gh the avera ge metropolitan are a
in the Un i ted State s , a level sti ll con s i d-
ered high ly segrega ted . Aut h ors Glae s er
and Vi gdor argue in their report that
the declines in the segrega ti on score s
ref l ect the decline in the nu m ber of
m etropolitan area cen sus tracts with no
bl ack re s i dents (to on ly 17.2 percent of
a ll tracts in 2000, f rom 61.8 percent in
1 9 6 0 ) , and a corre s ponding increase in

tracts wh ere bl acks repre s ent less than 10
percent of the pop u l a ti on (to 44.9 percen t
f rom 18.3 percent) and repre s ent 10 per-
cent to 50 percent of the pop u l a ti on (to
20.8 percent from 11.1 percen t ) .

Th ere are corre s ponding incre a s e s
in the percen t a ge of bl acks who live in
m etropolitan area tracts that are less
than 10 percent bl ack (to 14.5 percen t
in 2000, f rom 7.0 percent in 1960) and
10 percent to 50 percent bl ack (to 35.6
percent from 22.8 percen t ) . In deed , i n
2 0 0 0 , for the first time most Af ri c a n

Am ericans (50.1 percent) no lon ger
l ived in majori ty bl ack Cen sus tract s .
Segrega ti on has thus been redu ced pri-
m a ri ly by rel a tively small percen t a ges of
bl acks (less than 10 percent) en teri n g
predom i n a n t ly wh i te are a s , e s pec i a lly
in ra p i dly growing cities and su bu rb s .
De s egrega ti on in heavi ly bl ack Cen su s
tracts and in metropolitan areas wi t h
l a r ge con cen tra ti ons of bl acks seems to
h ave con tri buted less to the decl i n e .

These declines in re s i den tial segre-
ga ti on and increases in the percen t a ge s
of bl acks living in integra ted tract s
m i ght su ggest that, i f a nyt h i n g, wh i te
f l i ght has abated in the past severa l
dec ade s : Proporti on a lly more wh i te s
and bl acks than ever before are livi n g
toget h er in rac i a lly integra ted nei gh-
borh ood s . Su ch a con clu s i on , h owever,
would ign ore patterns that may indi-
c a te that wh i te flight from bl acks and
o t h er minori ties persists at sign i f i c a n t
l evel s . For ex a m p l e , a stu dy of 1990 and
1980 Cen sus data pre s en ted at the 1992
m eeti n gs of the the Al ex a n d ri a , Va . -
b a s ed Am erican Stati s tical As s oc i a ti on
found that in 1990, 1 in 5 bl acks lived in
a Cen sus bl ock that had been less than
10 percent bl ack in 1980. However,
because this influx of ten pushed bl ack
repre s en t a ti on above 10 percent du ri n g
the dec ade , on ly 12 percent of Af ri c a n
Am ericans actu a lly inhabi ted bl ock s
that were sti ll less than 10 percent bl ack
in 1990.

Evi den ce of h ow the racial com po s i-
ti on is ch a n ging in these and other nei gh-
borh oods that Af rican Am ericans and
o t h er minori ties have moved into wo u l d
be needed to understand how and wh ere
wh i te fligh t , as well as less rac i a lly motiva t-
ed processes of re s i den tial tra n s i ti on and
su cce s s i on , m i ght sti ll be ret a rding the
progress tow a rd a nati on whose incre a s-
i n gly diverse pop u l a ti ons actu a lly becom e
e ach other ’s nei gh bors . ■

Rod eri ck J. Ha rri son is an asso ci a te profe s-
sor of so ci ol o gy and anthropol o gy at
Howa rd Un ivers i ty. He dire cts the Da t a-
Bank at the Joint Cen ter for Pol i tical and
Economic Studies in Wa s h i n g to n , D. C . T h e
cen ter is a nonprofit insti tu tion that co n-
du cts re se a rch on pu blic policy issues co n-
cerning Af rican Am eri c a n s . He can be
re a ch ed at rh a rri s on @ j oi n tcen ter. or g.
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The term "white flight"
refers to a response by
whites to the influx of
minority populations
into predominantly or

e x c l u s i vely white are a s .

MEASURING SEGREGATION
The dissimilarity index rose to about 75 percent in 1940, peaking just short of 80 percent in 1970.
Since 1970, the residential segregation of blacks has actually fallen.

Sources: Adapted by Roderick Harrison from Glaeser and Vigdor and from other sources  


